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comes for them to enter “goo d” places meaning, of course, high 
places. I would suggest that for a boy entering a new school, a l ow 
place is much better than a high one. 

Other things being equal, a boy who is placed low at first is likely 
to learn more and be happier than one who is placed high. For one thing 
he will certainly be more modest, and probably more industrious; he 
will find himself with boys a little younger than himself, and will be 
stimulated to try to rise out of their company into that of his equals in 
age, a wholesome ambition, free from the vanity and egotism that belongs 
to the effort at surpassing those as old or older than ourselves. At 
the same time he is less likely to be overworked ; he will find his work 
easier, and will understand it better; so that if he gets in lower, he 
is likely to come out higher than other boys of equal capacity. Of course 
there is a limit to this rule. If the boy enters too low he is likely to accept 
himself as the booby of the school, and so be discouraged from trying 
to work at all; but between one form and the next it is the lower that 
should be preferred. 

For this, as for many other reasons, it is a mistake in home education 
to aim at bringing a child forward in those very studies which it is the 
speciality of the school to teach well. Rather, those things should be 
dwelt upon in which the school is most likely to fail. 

Only one practical warning I should like to give to the inexperienced- 
do not forget, among other acquirements, to teach a child how to learn 
independently, from books. Of the three ways of learning, from things 
t emselves, from a teacher, and from books, the latter, which is still 

nrivaJ't m , ° Ur pabbc sch °ols, is apt to be the most neglected by modern 
private teachers, almost in proportion as they are good teachers 

to^'reafize'd aS 5 ? 3 ^ T* 7 ° f themselves is beginning at last 

adapted to t’h ’ 0SU PP ement ^’s. oral teaching can be much better 

the other hand hTT ° f eadl Child than any book - But, on 
learning direcdv^rom tL 3 0 *7- "*“** themselves ’” and the art of 
This art is usually pickeH ** lndispensable t0 an y high degree of culture, 
be expressly tauvht T T y ° e ’ * at all > but U can aad should 
handlin^books'-^a'l afC neCCSSary to it: (l ) Practice in 

other words, the analytic and th ° attendin £ to wh at the book says. In 
as objects of study. Teach a childT**™ 6 faCulty ’ both applied to books 
other object, to find out how it 1 v° exarrnne a book, as he would any 
the mode of numLng th e pagTs ^ ^ Get him to notice 
ase of small and large print 77 graphs - th e chapters, the 

dictionary; not only those that q r l i , llm \° look 0Ut words in a 
that are not (e.g. past participles! I 7 r ^ , there in order > but also those 
"hat an index, and an appendix a h ‘7 kn ° W ’ bef ° re he % oes t0 school, 
training the first PP , d X ’ and a footnote are. For want of such 


training the firs, term 


is usually hard and unprofitable. The 


boy spends hours starina"- V .fi°u- ,U 

how to look for the fact he want?” I? despairin & idleness, not knowing 
ooks used m his future school and V U 15 P ossible to get the 

eir methods (irrespective of leo • S ° ami ^ lar ^ se him beforehand with 
w orry may be saved K ,ha ' is ‘hen,), m „ch time 


Even more important than the 

power of understanding written words, without the H r- f ° rms is the 
This power is often quite wanting i n childr, "u™ askin £ questions, 
individual attention. The simplest statements win,.? 0 . have had much 
for want of the human voice expressing them or f™™ " ^ ?. 0t understo °d 
the phrasing. The remedy for this is, « to'^e7”, Mv d^T'"'" 
or to discourage talk and questions, but to refer to th* h u at r tentl0n ’ 
answer whenever possible. Say to the child- “ Don’t vn^ lt8df * or an 
read about tha, last week, 1 think jW „ find 1,^^“ ~ - 

“ 1 daresay we sha11 come t0 tha t later, we must look out for ft ” &c 
and, in explaining a difficulty, do not explain the fact only in your 
own words, but try to get the child to understand the actual words of the 
book in the order in which they occur. The boy who can do this is 
better prepared for learning at school than if he knew twice as much to 
begin with, but was still a foreigner in bookland. 

Yours faithfully, E. L. Young. 


Dear Editor, — May I call the attention of your readers to the list of 
branches of the Union which the Committee hope to help in starting, and 
which is published month by month under “ P.N.E.U. Notes.” No branch 
is started unless a wish for it has been expressed from within the locality, 
and if your readers would send us the names of friends who would welcome 
a branch and help towards its formation, it would greatly facilitate the 
work of organization. 

I should like to add here that as branches increase in number it 
becomes more and more difficult for our few tried lecturers to answer to 
every call. One of the chief advantages of a branch is that it helps to 
focus and bring out the good educational thought with which every oca 1 y 
must be alive and that it brings together those rvho 
those who have something to teach. It provides an ea rnest, 

for those who have k 

never certain that such a speaker will P every side and thus 

of the Union, and though it may e " ^ rernembe r that every 

to search for truth, still one mus that t he Union as a whole 

lecturer speaks of tiecessity iox himse f , ^ . n what he sa ys. Of 
must not be blamed for anything on ^ Committee of a branch 

course, wherever it is possible, it is e ^ of anyone whom they 

should in some way know the me 0 i, ave to listen to teaching 

invite to speak. It is unfortunate 1 me . . t i l0U gh I should hardly 

which is contrary to that o t ie rinc ’j p les of the Union would i 
think that anyone not in accord with P p Local Secretaries would 
they are aware of these) consent to ^ 7 ances Blogg, if they would 
greatly help the work of our Secreta > , ^ whom they have had 1 

send her regularly their opinion o 

opportunity of hearing. Yours faithfully, 

H Franklin, 

H Hon. Organizing See. 
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Dear Editor, — I think your readers would be interested in a book 
I have seen lately, 7 he Bible for Home Reading, edited by 

C C Montefiore. It is written for the use of Jewish children, and begins 
with the starting point of Jewish history, i.e., the call of Abram; but 
its clear, consecutive teaching of old Testament History surpasses any- 
thing I 'have seen before; and, as it embodies the results of modern 
criticism and research, it ought to be helpful to all teachers. 

Yours faithfully. E. C. R. 


Dear Editor, — Will your contributor, E. M. Caillard, be so kind as 
to tell me if the ten essays, on “The Intellectual Position of Christians,” 
have been published in pamphlet form ? If so, I should be very glad to 
purchase one dozen of them for distribution. 

I feel sure that the readers of the Parents' Review will agree with 
me that they are most deeply interesting and instructive ; and likely 
to be very helpful to those seeking to know' “ What is Truth.” 

I am, Yours truly, H. M. B. 


Dear Editor,— It has often been remarked that there is some sort 
of correspondence existing between the development of the child’s mind 
during the school period and a succession of phases in the history of 
civilization. This idea has been taken as the guiding principle of a 
school conducted by Miss Scott, at Detroit, U.S.A., and described by 
M.ss Geraldine Buck M.Sc., in this month’s Forum. In the lowest class 
the children are made to reproduce in fancy the life of the nomadic 

ll Vk H : a r ha aS a ^ ,he ■" readi-g. 

natural history &c„ all being linked to his story as told by Longfellow 

Then follows the Aryan period of pastoral life, which, in the same wav 

Perl nTZT TT their IeSS ° nS ’ t0 be needed in turn by the 
and modernises’ TheT" • leading up the R ena J an „ 

is <iec,ared - 

reading, writing, drawing, science s^udv gr ° Und 111 technical 

language, as that occupied by the old . ^ , mber ’ geography, and 
work in literature, art, and ethics On p y ^ be . SldeS much important 
hands of a good reacher" that, in the 

good results under almost any system’ nf i5°° d teacher can obtain 
In the Nineteenth Centull IT teachln g- 
(“The Modern Babel”) on the’ need fo^ Mabaffy has a livel y article 
place held by Latin in the middle ages asTl °T lan ^ ua ^ e to take the 
between educated men of all . •’ . e me( t uirn of communication 

destined for this position by its riclin/^^fl L- considers that English is 

and by the worldwide enterprise of F e , X ' bl lty ’ and eas y construction, 
Progress is hindered by ou/dinlo J f Enghsh merchants ; but that its 
opportunities, and by our pedandc nI S S ’ Wh ° ne g’ ect or misuse their 
mode of spelling. Incidentally he ref^T^J 0 * difficult and irrational 

our youth to learn an ever-growinp-m vf ° tbe ' ncre ased pressure upon 

growing number of current European languages, 
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or from incompetent and antiquated teaching f natu ral stupidity, 
ridiculous system of examinations.” The gradual ^ T a rotten and 
spelling is also insisted upon by a writer in the Forum ' fiCatl ° n ° f En g’ ish 
Speaking of Free Libraries, the Times (Oct z-tM -a 
have fallen far short of our expectations as a Lei # ld j IS that they 
that the purpose they serve is chiefly recreative anVilf . UCatl0n ’ and 

b= made V muc |‘ 7 re th “" the y “«res of cullure and mom ^ ” h y “ 
the compliments freely showered upon them” 1 not* y . 

article in Pall Mall Gazette (Nov. 4 th) pointing out the LceKty for 
extreme patience in dealing with children, as their minds work so much 
more slowly than do ours. 

Pater Junior. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss Frances Blogg, Sec., 28, Victoria Street, S.W. 

To whom Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places: — 

Harrow. 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Chichester. 

Ealing. 

Highgate. Powell Great Bentley 

COLCHESTER.-Hon. Sec., fro tern., Mrs. Foneli, o 

Vicarage. 

Nottingham. 

Blackheath. 

Croydon. 

Streatham. 

West Hampstead. in these districts, or having 

Readers of the Parents m in ; ca te with Miss Blogg. 
friends there, are asked to communicate 

H „ Pledge, »i«h man, thanks, the 
The Library Committee beg orsi _ 


